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Latvia

= Location - Northeast Europe, Eastern

coast of the Baltic Sea
e bt
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Latvia in Brief

= The central country of the Baltic States

m Border countries:

* Lithuania
* Estonia
* Russia
* Belorusia

m Capital - Riga
m Area - 64,589 sg.km or 24,937 sg.miles
= Population in 2005 - 2,306,600

21.10.2005 - 23.10.2005 Wolfsberg (AT) and Slovenj Gradec (SLO)
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Latvia

= Latvia divides In:

° 4 main regions
« Kurzeme
= Zemgale
= Vidzeme
- Latgale

* 26 districts
* >530 rural communities, cities and towns

Saldus District

21.10.2005 - 23.10.2005 Wolfsberg (AT) and Slovenj Gradec (SLO)
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What is a Schoolnet in Latvia?

m Schoolnet includes:

Information and communication technologies
(ICT) infrastructure

Virtual Network
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LIS

The Most Popular Schoolnet in Latvia

21.10.2005 - 23.10.2005 Wolfsberg (AT) and Slovenj Gradec (SLO)
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What is LIIS?

LIIS [li:s] — The Latvian Education
Informatization System Project

= A state funded project
» Commenced on June 13, 1997
= Ends on December 31, 2005
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What Does LIIS Comprise?

s Computerization of:

Infrastructure
curriculum
management functions
Information service

= Training of people working in education
system and teachers
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LIIS and Infrastructure

Each school is provided with:

= at least one special classroom equipped
with > 6 computers

= Internet connection with speed
>128kbit/s
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LIIS and Curriculum

= New standards for Informatics programs
In secondary and high school education

= Internet portal ‘Informatics at School’
http://informatika.liis.lv/
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LIIS and Management Functions

= School management software has been
developed using Oracle and Lotus Notes
solutions

m Access to information Is given thru
Internet browser software according to
access rights for the particular user
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LIIS School Management System

m Free of charge

= The most popular subsystems:
Centralized database of teachers, students and financial
accounting
Library

= Potential users:
the Minister of Education
and Science
clerks of the ministry
school boards
administration of the schools

Skolu refi-

Audzeknu re
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21.10.2005 - 23.10.2005 Wolfsberg (AT) and Slovenj Gradec (SLO)
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What does LIIS Information Service Contain?

= [nformation about
schools in Latvia
LIIS activities
ICT using in schools
teacher training

= Teaching aids

m School management software and support on it
m Open source code group
m Discussions
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Who is LIIS Information Service Designed For?

= Public information — for everybody
m Some web pages — for authorized users only
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LIIS Teaching Aids - |

m Documents and software to be

downloaded

= Online materials — for reading and
Interactive use

Textbooks, problem books, distance education
courses, databases, educational software,
project proposals, lesson plans, surveys,
vocabularies, specialized home pages etc.
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LIIS Teaching Aids - |l

= Free of charge

= The total amount is equivalent to
app.100 000 printed pages

= App. 500 persons were involved In
developing

= On different levels of difficulty
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Open Source Code Group

m http://apaq.liis.lv

m Operating system testing
= Making special distributive for schools

= E-learning software localization and pilot
use of it

s Recommendations for use of application
software
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LIIS and Teacher Training

= The basic aim — to create a desire among
teachers to use ICT In their pedagogical
work

= LIIS In Regional Centers organizes

teacher training
passing of exams

= Informatics teachers have to complete
/ European Computer Driving Licence
(ECDL) modules
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Most Popular

Four major groups:

Courses

= A review of ap
methodologies

nlications and teaching

= Technical maintenance of computers and
computer networks

m Using computers in other areas of study

m Basics of programming

Latvia g
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Thank you for the attention!

Informative Links:
Information about Latvia — http://www.latvia.lv

The Ministry of Education and Science
of the Republic of Latvia http://www.izm.gov.lv
Saldus District — http://www.saldus.lv

Saldus Town — http://www.salduspilseta.lv
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